A SELECTION OF DARK HORSE COMICS THAT EXPLORE
Liehestrasse _ LGBTQ+ STORIES, THEMES, AND CHARACTERS

LIEBESTRASSE

Nominated for Outstanding Comic Book by the GLAAD Media Awards, Lieb tells the heart- i i tale
of forbidden love and survival through the rise of hatred. During the final years of the Weimar Republic, Sam, ‘an American
banker, meets Philip, a German art critic, and they fall in love. Their romance is hit with an unspeakable reallty as the Nazis
come to power and fascism makes them a target=—~—__

9781506724553 - TP - $19.99 US | $25:69°CA™ On Sale Now

uUs i
What happens when the life you ;ho/ ught you ha rn? Everythlng .and yet ... nothing. Us is Sara and Diana’s
love story, as well as the story,of Diana’s gender transition. Full of humor, heartache, and the everyday triumphs and
struggles of identity, this graphic memoir speaks to changlng conceptlons of meM]orld as well as the self, at the same
time revealing that some things,don’t really have to change. :

¢ 9781506734187 TP - $19.99 US | $26.99 CA - On Sale Now
~ RENEGADE RULE

~ Both hilarious and heartwarming, this new graphic novel from Ignatz-nominated wnter Ben H]fmh thor Rachel
~Silverstein, and artist Sam Beck is a\celebration of friendship, competition, queer identity," and e insane ;l ings we do
for the thmgs and people we love. =\

9781506718019 - TP - $19.99 US | $25.99 CA - On Sale Now
KILLER QUEENS

Meet Max & Alex. Reformed intergalactic assassins-| fo
monkey with a jetpack—is hot on their tail to take back
old flame. Your standard no-kill, casualty-free kidiappin:
is ruled by a fascist dictator hostile to foreigners.

9781506722153 - TP~ $19.99 US| $25.99 CA -
THE PRIDE OMNIBUS

Joe Glass’s The Pride in a full omnibus trade paperback, collectlng as*well as the collection of self-
contained stories; ThePride Adventures! In The Pride, FabMan is sick pf bemg seen as a joke. Tiredyof the LGBTQ+
community being seen as inferior to straight heroes, he thinks it’s about damn time he did something about it. Bringing
together some of the world’s greatest LGBTQ+ superheroes the Pride is born to protect the world and fight prejudice, =
misrepr ion and i i not to ion a pesky superwllaln or‘two‘,‘

ire. On the run. Also super gay. Their for
len ship. They gotta eat so they take a mis:
ry from a nearby moon. Only complication

9781506724478 - TR+ $29‘99 US,1 $39.99 CA - 0n Sale Now «~ ° 3 g 'Q.
' Waiey o R
. i . PR 2
ENIGMA: THE DEFINITIVE EEDITION- %, =~ . - :
* Enigma,is a visceral, postmodern ‘tale of s@l iscovery and sextiéédenhty told agalnst M of outrageous «
superhgroes andwllalns Michael Smith Iive eamngless life of routine and boredsrq.‘B  weird characters

-, from Eni Eh\s favorite, childhood comic boo series—seem to eme to life, Michael em arKs an'i'reasingly o
.

e tg uncover the incredible secret behind their improbable emstence ¢
$24.99US1 53859 0A- fonsaleNow © ° " 3

Forei 560720

= YOUT,
From'Curt Pires, Youth was named oneﬂ1&)omlc Books twelebrate Prld. " by
coming-of-age_story of two queer teenagers as they run away from their Ilves ina
make their way-te California. Along the way their car breaks down and they join.up wit
road. Embarklng together in a van traveling the country, they party and aﬂem
happens . .

Volume
Volume 2

ELVE PERCENT DREAD o i %, » 14

- Twelve Percent Dread is a fast-paced, laugh-a-page graphic novel about friéi shlp llallsnrﬂnd nev o

;__ “*ing phone away. From Emily McGovern, author of Bloodlust & Bonnels  popular webc feA '
a Bﬁckgmund Slytherin. o % $¢

9781 %6733203 TP $29.99 US | $39.99 CA - On Sale Now = =
®- e

SPARKS iy .
Revel Guts's hit webcomic will now be in print for the first tlmel Sparks isa commg-of age'queei‘ romancé' that can t be” .
,.h mamomety thnves

New Yaﬂ( Tlmes Yaqtﬁ is
d small. town and attempt to
group-of IovMsms on:the'

4 3

- 9781506724614 - TP - $19.99 US | $25.99 CA - On Sale Now
9781506730998 - TP - $22.99 US | $29.99 CA - On Sale Now

TWELYE
PRRCENT

missed by fans of LGBTQ+ fantasy and adventure. In a world rlsmg from the bhes [ des cti
only through their complex alliance with the magical Satyr w‘\
Voluﬁle 1- 9781506741583 TP ¥$19.99 US | $25.99 CA
Volume 2 - 9781506741598 - TP - $19 99 US | $25.! 99 CA - On. Sale No?) - -‘;
v " &
. \GUNNERKRIGG COURT . ¥ ¢ @ t

° Tom'Siddell’s acclaimed, long-running webcomic comes to Dark Horse, with -a new cover and updated interior art! After
the death of her mother and her father’s dlsappearance, a young girl arrives at'a mysterious boarding school. While the
¥ Surficulum seéms to be focused on advancing science and tenhnology, Antimony “Annie” Carver quickly discovers that

the grounds are-home to plenty of things that science.can’t explain: ghosts supernatural phenomena, and even the gods
of the nelghbouri‘g forest, :

Voluingi1 -9781 506'}42045 TP - $34.99 US | $45.99 CA - On Sale Now k
Volume 2 - 9781 506742069 vTP $34.99 US | $45.99 CA - On Sale Now ; . 3

SUMMER' SHADOWS 2 ’ L P

The'Talented Mr. Ripley meets Dracula, this stylish neo-noir horror graphic novel will sink its teeth into you ani
erfect hu

mmu EMILY M:GO
Baris L

o

~ununerkrigg [
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woLume
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DUNNING CABRAL

¥ infatuated. Forever. By day the Greek islands are all sand, sea and fun .

_ for vampires! Nick Land
& without knowing why he
| 1. deepens, Nicl

-

searchin

. but by night they’re the,

for-his ex on the unspmled |s|and of Avraxos. Anthony was‘the love of hi
ck can move on. But Anthony isn’t the only one to msappear on Avraxos. As th

at the brig

e sunshine, the darker the shadows . .
oy - .
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amu Chu - s00 Lee CARMILLA

Before Dracula, before Nosferatu, there was . . . CARMILLA. Inspired by the gothic novel that started the
vampire genre and layered with dark Chinese folklore, this queer, feminist murder mystery graphic novel
is a tale of identity, obsession, and fateful family secrets.

Volume 1:- 9781506734644 - TP - $19.99 US | $26.99 CA - On Sale Now
Volume 2': 9781506742205 - TP - $19.99 US'| $25.99 CA - On Sale July 2024

THE ODDLY PEDESTRIA| ]:E OF CHRISTOPHER CHAOS
From the New York Times best<§efling wrlters James Tynion IV and Tate Brombal and the artist Isaac
Goodhart comes this LGBTQ+ horror-hero coming

9781 506736723 g TP -$24.99'US4'$33.99 CA - On Sale Noy W

ge story that s Invincible meets Doom Patrol.

MONSTER CRUSH N
« A whirlwind adventure exploring love, gender, and big emotlons Manster Crush is the perfect read for
anyone who’s ever felt like an outsider. Since her parents split up, Ruby: Rerd s been having a tough
gtlme at Crestwood High. But everything changes the day Ella Mooney moves to to _ﬁrkﬂlaisn’t like most
- teens: she’s never been on a Ferris wheel, never had an ice cream cone, and S etrmes/she grows
fangs and a tail! W\ W

9781506726878 - TP - $19.99 US | $25.99,CA - On Sale Now /4\ /
)/

MERRY-GO-ROUND
Life as a teenager is full of challenges and
and beyond. Based on the Arthur Schnitzler
of growing up and trying to figure everythi

9781506736594 - TP - $19.99 US'1 $25.99 CA -

ments, from love triangles to missed intments
ame name, this volume is a perfect psulation

r 3

INVISIBLE KINGDOM
In @ small solar system in a far-flung galaxy, two women—one' a yor‘]ng rellgrous acolyte and the other

a hard-bitten freighter pilot—uncover a conspiracy between she leaders of the most dominant rehglon L
and an all- -consuming mega-corporation. On the run from reprrsaleon both sides, this unlikely pair must

" "decide where their ongltles lie—and risk plunging the Wworld mto anarchyimey reveal the truth.

Vqu[ne 1 9781506712277 - TP - $19,99 US | $25.99.CA -.0n Sale. No? g 1 'ﬁ
»

*Volume:2 - 9781506714943 TP* $19.99 US 1:$25.99 CA - On Sale
Vol Q{ 781506721514 - TP - $79 9908 .99 CA - On Sal

- .- %
LLE QUEEN s v ¥
A sapph ciYA'graphic novel wﬁh sWord frghtrng polrtrcal mtrrgmnd he prrncess ‘heeds
~a marriage alliance for the welfare of her kingdom, but she owrng a propﬁsal {rorﬂé
myﬁﬁ’ro s country, having come noﬁo the prince, but his srster 1 0 » b
97815067281 24»- TP - $19.99 US| $26.99.CA - On Sale Now : } l‘ , .
sitw . ' i T

LIGHT CARRIES ON < W 8
Wheﬁ'l‘on 's.camera unexpectedly breaks, he is forced to borrow a u‘L&re ﬂ'dm hﬁ' nii?;n s antique
stbre As he snaps the first picture, the ghost of the camera’s former owner is relefed and the two are s

Ircably linked. B

3 . mas L e .-fa-
. 97 506726373 HC - $19.99 US | $25.99 CA - On Sale Now 3

UNDER KINGDOM e

-School can be hard, and making friends can be even Yharder.] Ta;r M as the ggardlar\of {%
a secret subterranean kingdom of monsters just might be mlpossrb h the help-of his shapeshrﬂrng P
aunt Sa’Belle, Shay must search for his mother while doing \ f he can to safeguard the%@*f:zens ofthe i)
“Under Kingdom” and try to maintain his normal hrgh—sclroo fe. 1} % "'ﬂ o

978%06733630 TP - $1 4.99 US‘i $19.99 CA - On Sale Now N .

THE FIFTH BEATLE: THE BRIAN EPSTEIN'S?ORY (ANNI,VERSARY EDITION) N
*The:Fifth Beatle brings to life the true story of visionary Beatles manager Brian Epstein—the man who
Iau ched thg Beatles to worldwide stardom. This 10th-Anniversary edition of the critically acclaimed,

ard-winning international bestseller features a new cover, an accompanymg musical soundtrack/.
playllst cura‘ed by writer Vivek J. Tiwary; a new introduction by legendary musm manager KeIIy Curtis
(Pearl §am), -and gn expanded sketchbook section. 8

o 3781 506739465 TP - $24. 99 Us| $33 99.CA - On Sale Now i ' w

BASIL AND OREGANO - 3 k

¥ Mix Iwo parts The Great British Bake Off with one part magical boardmg school plusga generof |~.

, romance and you ve got Basil and‘ Uregano, a sweetly delicious young adult graphic novel
.

.;,




DARK HORSE BOOKS
LGBTQ+ SAMPLER

Killer Queens
Written by David M. Booher. lllustrated by Claudia Balboni.

Us

Written and illustrated by Sara Soler.

The Oddly Pedestrian Life of Christopher Chaos
Written by James Tynion IV and Tate Brombal. lllustrated by Isaac Goodhart.

Monster Crush
Written and illustrated by Erin Ellie Franey.

DARK

HORSE
BOOKS

Killer Queens™ © 2025 David M. Booher. Us © 2025 Sara Soler. All rights reserved. The Oddly Pedestrian Life of Christopher Chaos™ © 2025 Tiny Onion. Text and illustrations of
Monster Crush™ © 2025 Erin Ellie Franey.
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“This is how you do comics. This is about as fun as they possibly get.”

“Fun to the extreme.”

“Sit back and enjoy the ride.”

“A fun-as-hell silver age romp through a modern lens; Booher's script
sparkles with razor-sharp dialogue, and Balboni's explosive art practically
leaps off the page. This is a wonderful, witty, and propulsive read.”

"“Killer Queens has everything | want from a space adventure comic.
Aliens, gays, and witty dialogue! The story and art are superb!
I can't wait to see what happens next.”

“Killer Queens is SO MUCH FUN! This sci-fi epic has it all: assassins,
explosions, sex, tons of queerness, a fabulous retro-cool space design and
even an angry monkey with a jetpack. I am so in!"

"Killer Queens is mesmerizing! Equal parts hilarious and poignant,
David M. Booher and Claudia Balboni shine in this timely thriller
about reformed assassins and a fascist empire.”

“This book is for people who dig humor like Schitt's Creek,
with an epic space adventure spin like Cowboy Bebop-it's a mix of
quippy aggressive humor and high-end space stakes!!"”

"“Killer Queens is the gay space epic we need right now.
Buy this book or I'll open the airlock!"










President and Publisher MIKE RICHARDSON
Editor SPENCER CUSHING
Assistant Editor KONNER KNUDSEN
Designer KATHLEEN BARNETT
Digital Art Technician SAMANTHA HUMMER

NEIL HANKERSON Executive Vice President ® TOM WEDDLE Chief Financial Officer  DALE LAFOUNTAIN Chief Information
Officer ® TIM WIESCH Vice President of Licensing « MATT PARKINSON Vice President of Marketing « VANESSA TODD-
HOLMES Vice President of Production and Scheduling * MARK BERNARDI Vice President of Book Trade and Digital Sales ¢
RANDY LAHRMAN Vice President of Product Development ® KEN LIZZI General Counsel ® DAVE MARSHALL Editor in Chief ¢
DAVEY ESTRADA Editorial Director « CHRIS WARNER Senior Books Editor ® CARY GRAZZINI Director of Specialty Projects
© LIA RIBACCHI Art Director « MATT DRYER Director of Digital Art and Prepress « MICHAEL GOMBOS Senior Director of
Licensed Publications « KARI YADRO Director of Custom Programs ® KARI TORSON Director of International Licensing

Killer Queens™ © 2021, 2022 David M. Booher. Dark Horse Books® and the Dark Horse logo are registered trademarks of
Dark Horse Comics LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in any
form or by any means, without the express written permission of Dark Horse Comics LLC. Names, characters, places, and
incidents featured in this publication either are the product of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any
resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, institutions, or locales, without satiric intent, is coincidental.

This volume collects issues #1 through #4 of the Dark Horse comic book series Killer Queens.

Published by Dark Horse Books
A division of Dark Horse Comics LLC
10956 SE Main Street, Milwaukie, OR 97222

DARKHORSE.COM
To find a comics shop in your area, visit COMICSHOPLOCATOR.COM

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Booher, David, writer. | Balboni, Claudia, penciller, inker. |
Saxon, Harry, colourist. | Gottoni, Lucas, letterer.
Title: Killer queens / written by David M. Booher ; pencils and inks by
Claudia Balboni ; colors by Harry Saxon ; letters by Lucas Gottoni.
Description: First edition. | Milwaukie, OR : Dark Horse Books, 2022. |
"“This volume collects issue #1 through $4 of the Dark Horse comic book
series Killer Queens.” | Summary: ““Meet Max & Alex. Reformed
intergalactic assassins-for-hire. On the run. Also super-duper gay.
Their former boss-a fluffy monkey with a jetpack-is hot on their tail to
take back his stolen ship"-- Provided by publisher.
Identifiers: LCCN 2021046423 (print) | LCCN 2021046424 (ebook) | ISBN
9781506722153 (trade paperback) | ISBN 9781506722160 (ebook)
Subjects: LCGFT: Queer comics. | Science fiction comics. | Humorous comics.
Classification: LCC PN6728.K55 B66 2022 (print) | LCC PN6728.K55 (ebook)
| DDC 741.5/973--dc23/eng/20211006
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021046423
LC ebook record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2021046424

FIRST EDITION: MARCH 2022

EBOOK ISBN 978-1-50672-216-0
TRADE PAPERBACK ISBN 978-1-50672-215-3

13579108642
PRINTED IN CHINA
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W V= mcesT resTaurant
BN VA REALLY CRAFPY
PART OF THE GALAXY,

P

b R ¢

B we NEED TO
B <EEP MOVING.” | p

..BUT
MINE'S cOT
POTENTIAL,
\ ONLY
I'M SORRY — POTENTIAL?
YOUR DATE IS A |
PUMFSTER FIRE,
ALEX...

: ...EVEN IF 3
SHE IS TALKING

TO ANOTHER &
WOMAN,

DATE IS NOT
A DUMPSTER
FIRE.. 4



. WHERE WERE
WE? OH RIGHT, YOU
WERE SAYING WHAT

YOU PO FOR A
LIVING.

SOUNPS
PANGEROUS,

I CAN
KILL A PERSON

INA
CURRENTLY
UNEMPLOYED,
FULLY REFORMEDP
INTERGALACTIC
ASSASSIN,

FIVE MORE
MINUTES, ALEX.
PROMISE.

...COPE
FLUFFY
MONKEY,

DARKHORSE.COM



S0 WE'RE
BACK ON THAT
AGAIN?

CUTE.
I SEE YOU
STILL HAVE THE
ATTITUPE.

BATHROOM
COMING UP WITH
AN ESCAPE

IT INVOLVE
WRECKING UP
THIS PLACE?

I SEE
YOU NOW
HAVE HENCH
OTTERS.

BUT PON'T
CHANGE THE
SUBJECT. GIVE

ME MY SHIF OR
B SHE PIES.

OH MY GOD. OF
COURSE WE'RE
GOING TO SAVE
YOu,

HOW PO
YOU PLAN TO
PO THAT, MISS

IM-TO0-600P-TO-
GET-FAIP-TO-RILL-
FEOFLE-NOW?

OH WAIT... /
I S7ILL PON'T ’
CARE. GIVE ME ) @]
BACK My--

AND
KEEP BIETI'S
SHIP,







WHY
PIDN'T YOU pID You
TAKE THOSE 4 »-T?E»EA%EW fgﬁr
Y= KILL THEM.

I CAN'T KILL
You, 50 WHERE
DPOES THAT
LEAVE Us?

LIKE YOU COME
HERE A LOT.

THIS IS
RIDICULOUS.
YOU ALL

_ OWE ME

[7(e}
YOU KNOW
IF THERE'S

A BACK
EXITs

DARKHORSE.COM







"MAX, T A
CAN'T BELIEVE YOU |FEth
PARKED BIETIS SHIP : < -

OUT IN THE OPEN." B “T CAN'T BELIEVE

: HE PIDN'T LOOK

FOR IT IN THE
o PARKING LOT."

"HE'D BE

PRECIOUS IF HE

WASN'T SUCH
AN ASS.®

"“DON'T FORGET
HE ALSO RUNS
AN INTERGALACTIC
ASSASSINS-FOR-
HIRE RING.

“.

, SO
THIS IS5 THE
FART WHERE WE
HAVE TOTALLY
UNNECESSARY
PIALOGUE ABOUT
STUFF WE
BOTH KNOW?™

"LIKE THAT WE QUIT
SAIP INTERGALACTIC
ASSASSINS-FOR-HIRE

RING BECAUSE SAIDP

MONKEY WANTEP US TO
KILL A WHOLE FAMILY,

INCLUDING TWO KIPS."

"AND WE
COULDN'T DO IT

AND WE'RE
ON THE RUN
BECAUSE WE

STOLE HIS SPACE

SHIP AND LEFT

HIM WITH CUR

PILE OF

GARBAGE."

‘IS THAT
EVERYTHING?"

~—

“OH, AND THAT WE'RE ’///
ABOUT TO GET OUR FIRST —
NON-ASSASSINATION JOB. /

BECAUSE A GIRL HAS TO ~
EAT. TACOS, PREFERABLY." =

\f‘ - /,% = ~— - //

T

-

o
DARKHORSE.COM






WHOA... ICY.
I THOUGHT YOU
TWO LEFT ON G00P

S0 YOU'
FRIENDS NOW?
OR AGAIN? OR STILL?
OR WHATEVER?
IN LIKE FIVE
SECONDS?

I HEARD
YOURE OUT OF %
THE ASSASSINATION O WO KILLING
BUSINESS, I'VE
GOT A IOB
FOR YU,

IMVOLVEL, cAN
| YOU COME TO
p CALLIOFE?

MAX,
YOU'RE MY
PRECIOUS FLUFFY
MONKEY, AREN'T
Youz?




ALL FEMALE.

FPOFULATION /00,000.

WELCOME
TO CALLIOFE.
GO0P TO SEE

YOU AGAIN,

ALEX.

SERIOUSLY...
NO DUDES?




PISTRESS CALL
FROM AMBASSAPOR
XIXA, A DIFLOMAT ON
ANTIGONE, A NEARBY

M i

,, OON, WHAT' A
THEY HAVE |

ALL
COME ON. * THE GUYS

i CAN'T HAVE
WAl LEFT, ;
y THERE'S
W | P GOT TO BE ONE...
2 : SOMEWHERE...
i
A N
x |‘I|
W g S Y <7 ®
| o ¥
(] 7 'I -
R \ P o /
\ R : e /
A \ ’
= N
W3 \
O TRRE
‘ Qg
= I MEAN...
DEMOCRATIC NONE? AS
"o/ ANTIGONE HUMANOIPS ON IN, NOT ONE
IS SPLIT DOWN XIXAS SIDE AND FASCIST MAN?
ha THE MIPDLE. PICTATORSHIP OF HOW
RHINOCORNS ON ; i PO You
~ THE OTHER. XIXAS SON LIKE, MAKE
AND DAUGHTER ARE BABIES?
' 0o BEING HELD BY THE 3
T RHINOCORNS,
50 WE = A
GO IN, GET THEM G
OUT, AND GET PAID bW
HANDSOMELY FOR OUR : =
ASTOUNDING BRAVERY,
RIGHT?
rf . = 4
¢ i
i
it
i
]
: N e
i [
i 3 7
H S /
i G ‘
| ) '
i

DA .COM



THERE'S THE
A CATCH. RHINOCORNS' BORDER
16 SUTSIPERS, IF Yo ZeT
o [®, S 3 ¥
BN, \ CAPTURED, THERE WILL
THERE IS, BE NO WAY TO GET
YoU OUT,

WE'VE HAD
WORSE.

IF THEY
FIND QUT YOU EVEN
TRIEL TO GET ONTO THAT
SIDE OF THE PLANET...
IT WILL BE ALL-OUT

STAY THE
NIGHT, ANTIGONE
CAN WAIT UNTIL

TOMORROW,

ALEX,
I SWEAR
TO YOU...

DLl
NEVER LET
YOU LIVE THIS
POWN.




1L caLiore AFrer A
VEEEEERRRY LONG NIGHT...

&
I THOUGHT
THIS JOB WAS
GOING TO BE A BUST,
BUT I'M STARTING
TO CHANGE My
MIND.,

\ " AGAIN? J

B

: MAX : ‘ SHE MEANS [S...
L d IS MORE OF A A I FIND THE EIG;HT
+ | OnE AND DonE” _ ONE.., THEN TM
= \_KIND OF GUY. )

YOU NEEP l

TO LIVE YOUR

LIFE/ DON'T WAIT 7 i 7
» FOR ME/ \
— I WASN'T A
[ soinG 1o, But i
—_— OKNY! el

DARKHORSE.COM



ATTITUDE? DID

300Y WAKE UP ON

(e
5 A 3 YOU KEEP DOING THIS
£ e SO , WITH CALLISTO? EINSTEIN

SAIP THE PEFINITION
OF INSANITY [S—=

FINISHING THAT
SENTENCE.

"CHARGE
THE HYPER
ENGINE."

‘CYCLING
e

“TELL ME YOU
AT LEAST GOT A
GoopP DEAL out



P s TakinG
= ' 4 YOU'RE

b _TWEN. RIGHT, THAT WAS
PERCENTZ/ THE WEONG

A WHAT THE JOB
IS WORTH,










President and Publisher

MIKE RICHARDSON

Editor

JENNY BLENK
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MTSHA GEHR

Designers

MAY HIJTKURO o KRTSTOFER MCRAE

Digital Art Technicians

TYLER LT o ADAM PRUETT

Special thanks to Héloise Guerrier at Astiberri Ediciones
and to Kari Torson at Dark Horse Comics.

Neil Hankerson Executive Vice President - Tom Weddle Chief Financial
Officer - Dale LaFountain Chief Information Officer - Tim Wiesch Vice
President of Licensing - Vanessa Todd-Holmes Vice President of Production
and Scheduling - Mark Bernardi Vice President of Book Trade and Digital
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Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Soler, Sara, author, artist. | Labayen, Silvia Perea, translator. |
Gil, Joamette, letterer.

Title: Us / Sara Soler ; English translation by Silvia Perea Labayen ;
letters by Joamette Gil.

Description: Milwaukie, OR : Dark Horse Books, 2023. | Summary: "What
happens when the life you thought you had does a 180 turn? Everything,
and yet...nothing. Us is Sara and Diana's love story, as well as the
story of Diana's gender transition. Full of humor, heartache, and the
everyday triumphs and struggles of identity, this graphic memoir speaks
to changing conceptions of the world as well as the self, at the same
time revealing that some things don't really have to change. Written,
drawn, and colored by Sara Soler, with English translation by Silvia
Perea Labayen and letters by Joamette Gil"-- Provided by publisher.

Identifiers: LCCN 2022045966 (print) | LCCN 2022045967 (ebook) | ISBN
9781506734187 (trade paperback) | ISBN 9781506734194 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Soler, Sara--Comic books, strips, etc. |
Cartoonists--United States--Biography--Comic books, strips, etc. |
Gender transition--Comic books, strips, etc. | LCGFT: Autobiographical
comics. | Graphic novels.

Classification: LCC PN6727.556 U7 2023 (print) | LCC PN6727.556 (ebook) |
DDC 741.5/973 [B]--dc23/eng/20221117

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022045966

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022045967

Published by Dark Horse Books
A division of Dark Horse Comics LLC
10956 SE Main Street, Milwaukie, OR 97222

DarkHorse.com
Comic Shop Locator Service: ComicShopLocator.com
Us © 2021, 2023 Sara Soler. All rights reserved.

Dark Horse Books @ and the Dark Horse logo are registered trademarks of
Dark Horse Comics LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of this publication
may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without
the express written permission of Dark Horse Comics LLC. Names, characters,
places, and incidents featured in this publication either are the product of
the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual
persons (living or dead), events, institutions, or locales, without satiric intent,
is coincidental. Dark Horse is part of Embracer Group.

Published by agreement with
Astiberri Ediciones

Apdo. 485

48080 Bilbao
info@astiberri.com
www.astiberri.com

10987654321
Printed in Korea

First edition: June 2023
eBook ISBN 978-1-50673-419-4
ISBN 978-1-50673-418-7
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ONCE UPON (zv

BINARY WORLP...

THERE WAS A LITTLE
BoY POING &IRLY THINGS
LIKe WeARING prResses
AND PLAYING WITH

ever siNce He
WAS LITTLE IT WAS
DBVIDUS THAT He
WASN’T RCALL-Y A
BOY, BECAVSL...

BOYS CAN DD BDY STUFF.
sTeRedTYPES PON'T Lle.
IT’S WRITTEN IN THe BODK 4.'
OF PRECONcelvepr
NOTIDONS.

= _everyoNe KNoWs . . e X \
THAT ONLY 6IRLS CAN - ' i P
PO 6IRL STUFF, AND ONLY T 32

----------
-----------
-----------
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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L-OTS OF TRANS
sToRIES BEsIN THlS

WAY, BUT [T’S NOT A RULeE.

SoMe PeoPLe THINK THAT For
soMeoNe To HAve Tie RIGHT To

CAL- THeMselLves TRANS, THe

SIgNS Neep To HAve geenN

THERe FROM AN CARLY Ase.

ROOKIC
MISTAKE!

I’'M SARA
AND THIS IS DIANA.
we’re fere 1o Teld-
DOUR STORY!

YUP, THAT’S
RIGAT. YOUL SHOULP
ALSD KNOW WHY we’ve
coSeN TO START
WITH THAT.

THE FIRST THING
YOU SHOULD KNoW
IS THAT DIANA IS A
TRANS WOMAN.

THIS IS A 6eNPerR
sTerenTYPE.

s “IE you've
’ 7, ALWAYS BeeN A
6IRL, WHY WereN’T
YouU PLAYING WITH
DOLLS AND WeARING
pRrResses?”

DA

4
9
5
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TO BE CLOAR, We’Re NOT
SAYING THAT soMe TRANSITIONS
ARe geTTer THAN oTHers!

THERe ARE AS MANY
exPeRrIENCeS AS THERE Are

eACH PERSON cHODSeS
THEIR DWN PATH.

TRANS PeoPLe IN THE WORLD.

AND
AL OF
THEM ARE
VAL-ID.

WHAT we’re 6oINg
TO TelL You IS AN
AUTDBIDGRAPHY.

IT’S DUR
PERsONAL, UNIQueE,
AND ONe-DF-A-KIND

experieNce!

we’re oINg T
OPEN DUR HRARTS
AND LeT you Al
THe WAY IN.

You MIGHT
Be WONPerINg
WHY We WANT
TO SPILL- DUR
6UTS...
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THIS COMIC BODK STARTED
AS A TWENTY-FOUR-PAGE FANZINE
THAT | DReW IN ZoI4 To TAKe

BUT
TO A COMIC CON.

| FeLT LIke
TWENTY-FOUR
PAGES WASN’'T
eNoUGH.

THIS PRDYECT STARTED

WHEN we reALIzep THAT

TRANS REALITY Neepep

MORE VISIBILITY.

DIANA HAD STARTED
TRANSITIONING TWO Y@ARS BEFORe,
AND we’p BeeN PeALING A LoT WITH

TRANSPHOEBIA AND MISO&YNY.

THe

IN geNerAL, PeoFPLe

PON’T HAve A clLue. I6NDRANCe
AND DISINFORMATION MAKe TiHeM
ADOPT HARMFUL ATTITUDPES TD
THOSE WHD ARE DIFFEreNT

FROM THeM. M

——

WHAT we’re ABouUT To Tell- You
IS A TRUE STORY, &lve DR TAKe soMe
exXAG&ERATIONS AND eXCePTIoNS IN
THe NAMe oF coMepIcC LIceNse.

we’re
6DIN6 TD vse THlS
HeNoHeNoMoHe )l pPolL-
TO RECRCATE soMe oF
THe SITUATIONS we’ve
HAD To PeAL WITH
WITHOUT NAMING
ANY NAMes.

:I No

>THE T
SCAPEGOAT 'I

HeNoHeNoMoHe )|,
THe BRAINLESS
SCARCCROW.

W0 BRAIN <

ﬁ

GAIN™
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we DON’T WANT TilS CoMIC To Be A
MeLoDRAMA DR A gUIPE FOR TRANS PeoPLe.
THIS IS JUST THE STORY DF TWO PedPLe WHO

were NOT AS CIS-HeT AS THeY THOUGHT.

TelL you ABOUT DUR
Lives, BUT NOT WITHOUT
— A seNse OF HUMDR. j

CARTH ARE We
RUNNING? IN
REAL LIFe we

Never RUN. . ON To Tﬂe
‘ ADVENTURE!
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L@AVING




l

U 1l

L
T _ALL STARTED
BeFoRe We Movep
IN TooeTHer.

i

we CouLP ONLY see eAch
oTHer Twice A MONTH, ANP
DIANA’S BIRTHPAY WAS

COMING LP...

/

| WAS PYING FOR \er Td coMe
TO MY PLACE FOR A Few PAYsS.

el

WHY’S
He BeINg
SO SAPPY?
WHAT’S LUP
WITH HIM?

He’s ALMDST
Here. I’'M so
excltep!

—

| HAD NO ID@A WHAT
WAS ABoUT To HIT Me.

k

P
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1l 1

DIANA WAS
TeEeMING WITH
ANXleTY.

/ you’re

Here! I’'M
SO HAPPY
TO see
you!

me 160,
SARA...

| WAS

N
DIANA HAD STARTING TO 6€T

ReALIZep soMeTiING
AgoUT Hesseufﬂ SHe
WAS A TRANSGENDeRr
WOMAN. SeVeN YeARS AND THINGS

Were 6ReAT ...

AND SHe KNew ...BUT AT THe sAMe
THAT THIS COULP TURN

THe LIFe she KNew
UPsSIpe POWN.
THOUSAND SUNS.

soMe IH-USTRATION WORK.
we’D BeeN ToseTier FOR

TIMe, Her New ReALITY
WAS BURNING INsIPe Her
WITH THE FORCE OF A

SHe pIpN'T

WANT TO
coMe buT
OF THe
cLoseT AT
THe expPeNse

I OF Her
HAPPINeSS.

K
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| KNew RIGHT AWAY
SOMETHING WAS 6DING DN.

=

P e N

NOTHING.
L 600D
l

\ Y

SoOMeTHING’S
UP.

OKAY, Y@AN...
soMeTiING’S
UP...

BUT THey
TOLP Me NoT
TO Tl ybu

ABOUT [T.
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BEeCAUL I'M
TOTALLY
NOT A
PessIMIST, |
THOUGHT:

I’'ve geenN
SeeING A
PSYCHOLOGIST.

WHY CAN’T
You Tel-
mez s IT
SeRIDUS?

BOTH
SHe AND My
PARENTS THINK
IT’S BesT FOR
YOU NOT TO
KNoW.

THey THIS IS

TOoLD Me BULLSAIT!
'I'HA‘lﬂ'l l? I NSAY | CAN’T STAND WHAT 2/
soﬂ)% 'HL’L 6, IT ANYMoRe! WHY WoULP
BREAK LP SNIF |¢§{;¥e

WITH Me.

BUT |
DON’T WANNA
Ripe IT FRoM

SNIF = \
=2\ 9

YOU.
‘Sﬂf/p
SN
_ o
X Ol My
60D. He IS
PYIN&!
[y
N
il
-

13
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WouLpP
YoL FeelL
BeTTerIF
Yyou TOLP
me?

)

LeT’s see...
WHAT’S THE WORST
THING YOU THINK IT

ULPD Be?

TERMINAL-
CANCER.

HMMM.
DIP You
ReALIZE THAT
YOU’RE &AY AND
youU PON’T LlIke
Me ANYMore?

ARE YyouL oN

PRU&S? DID YDU
KIL- soMeoNe?

WHAT CouLP Be

PIZZA?

SO BAP, THEN...7 DO
YU LIKE PINCAPPLE
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LISTEN. |...I’'ve ReALIzep
THAT I’'M NOT RECALLY A MAN.

I’M A WOMAN... | JUST ReALIZEP
ReCeNT Ly, AND | DON’T KNoW
WHAT TO POD. IT’S A TOTAL Mess.
MY HeAP IS SPINNING BeCAUSE |
LIKe MY LIFe THe WAY IT IS NOW.

| DON’T WANNA Lose you,

MY FrRIENDS, DR MY FAMILY, ANP |
KNOW THAT CoULD HAPPEN... NoW
THAT | KNOW WHO | RCALLY AM, | CAN'T
Keep BeINg Like THIS AND...I...] STIH-
LIKe WoMeN, SARA. | Love YDu MoRre
THAN ANYTHING...BUT MAYBE you
PON’T Love Me FOR WHD
| AM ANYMDRE...

Sl

5...SARA?
WHAT ARe you
THINKING?
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HoLY SHIT.
WHAT A
ReLleF.

NoBoDPY
ples FroM
THAT!

GAWD...| WAS SO
SCARCD. A MINUTE
A&D, | THOUGHT Ydu

were AgouT TO

TelL- Me you HAP
ONe MONTH LeFT
TO LIve!

deez,
WHAT A FRIGHT.

50, FROM
WHAT You’re
SAYING...YyDU’RE
6AY THeN,
RIGAT?
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WHAT P>
YoU THINK?

| THe WHoLE THING HIT Me LIKe A TON OF ERICKS. | "eTvzlEg; wm WO Sie
RIGHT? START BeING

'/snn'. we Were

POING SO Weld-...

INTD 6UYS?

| PON’T KNOW
IF VL LIKe THe

| Love Her
NAMe...IS
sHe 6oINg
To chAN&e

WHAT WILL MY FAMILY SAY? =

N
SHe WoN'T ge WILL | ST
AgLe To (oMe To SHE WANT
ACCePT IT. ANYMORE. /

FUU-
UCK.

POOR
THING, SHe
MUST Be
FREAKED.
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How pIP
THIS HAPPEN?
WHeN pIp you
NoTIce?

A
TRANSGENDEeRr
ACTRESS.

FROM THE MOMENT | SAW
Her, | COULPN'T geT

/< Her buT oF My MIND.

No,
IT WASN’T
SUDPEN...

HAve you seeN
THAT serles
seNse 8?7

.

THere’s
A TRANS
CHARACTER.

- IT FeLT Like
| AN DBSeSSION.




J Néfuess I SAW mme,ﬁ IN Her
eIt THAT | WANTED . DIANA HADN’T yeT

ReALIZED IT, BUT THAT
WAS THe FIRST TIMe IN
Her LIFe THAT she SAW
A TRANS CHARACTER
MAY&e |’ve THAT WASN’T A Joke
ALWAYS WANTEP DR eCCeNTRIC DR BAD.
THEM. | DON’'T She WAS JUST A
KNOW... RANDOM RE&ULAR
PERSON.

WoULP you
LeAve Me...

/ BUT | DON'T

KNOW IF | WANT THOSe
THINGS [F IT M@ANS
LOSING You...

IF...I Were TRANS?

| PON'T
KNowW IF IT
WOULD WORK.

DARKHORSE.COM



DATING A 6IRL HAS \
Never cRossep My MIND.

| DON’T KNOW IF I’'D LIKe
IT. | THINK I’M STRAIGHT ...

BUT Hey, eveN IF we BrReAK
UP, We’lL- ST Be FRIeNDS.
I’H- STAND BY YDUL FOR ANYTHING
YoU Neep. No PoUBT AgdUT

THAT, OKAY?

BUT |
DON’T WANT
THAT. | LIKe
WHAT we
HAve.

| PON'T
WANT T screw
everyTiINg vP
BecAvse
OF THIS.

7

NelTier po | BUT |
DON’T KNOW HOW THIS WIL-

AFFecCT Us. IF Tie ReLATIONSHIP
POesSN’T WORK, IT WOULPN'T
Be HeALTHY FOR US TO STAY
To&eTHeR.

LISTEN.
MAY&e I’'M
NOT TRANS.

My
PSYCHOLOGIST
THINKS | JUST

DON’T LIKe My
BoPY, AND THAT
| SHOULLP TRY
BeEeFING LP
AND 6ROWING

A BCARD.

AND YDU SHOULDPN'T
Kkeer HAVING T Hipe WHD
YDU ARE JUST SO We CAN

STAY ToseTHer.

Z

20
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A Ty

N FUCK THAT! WHAT
THe HelLL KINP oF

7 BULLSAIT IS THAT 2/

—7

| KNOW YDU, AND
YOU’RE NO FOODL-. IF IT Were
THAT SIMPLE, WHY WOULLDP You
CONSIPER cHANGING IN THe
MOST COMPLICATED
WAY PosslelLel?

BCCFING UP AND
GROWING A BCARD! WHAT A
BUNCH OF CRAP! Her BRILL-IANT
SOLUTION IS FOR YDU TD

gecomMe A LUMBERSACK?! OUT OF DUR
) MINPS?!

DIP sHe WIN

P APsycloLOGY
peoree IN Te
LOTTEery?!

/ she’s A
PROFESSIONAL-.

SHe MUST KNow
WHAT she’s
DOING.

SPOILER: SHEe PIPN'T.
sHe WAS LODKING FOR
excuses 1o keer Tie
POSSIBILITY OF DIANA’S
TRANSGENPeRrNessS ouT
OF Tile eQUATIDN. sie
WAS UNINFORMep. sHe’p
Never sTuplep geNper
OR IPENTITY Issves.
IT WAS LIKe ASKING AN
OPHTHALMODLDGIST TO PO
OPEeN HCART SUR&ERY.

THey’re BoTH
DOCTORS, RIGAT?

4
9
21
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NelTHer oF US KNeW WHAT To Pd DR NOW Td ReACT.

AFTER THAT INITIAL eMOTIDONAL KNOCKDUT,

we’p eoTH ReALIZeD WHAT WAS HAPPENING,
AND REALITY HIT US HARD.

WHAT pPo we

PO NoW?
OUR

ReLATIDNSHIP,
SOMeTHING we’'p
TAKeN As A
FIXep PDINT IN
SPACe-TIMe, WAS
SPIRALING DUT
OF CONTRDL-.

WITH THINGS AS

THey Are...I THINK
we sHouLP HAve A
QUIeT WeekenNp.

AND see
HOW THINGS
60.

4
9
22
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DIANA WeNT HoMe.

we sPeNT
THe WHoLe
wWeekeNp

WITH THAT
CLEePAANT
IN THe
ROOM.

| COULPN'T
STOP THINKING
THAT everyTliNg
WAS TURNING
TO SHIT.

oOVeR THe NeXT TWo WeeKs BerdrRe we sAW CACH oTHER AGAIN, LOTS OF STUFF WeNT
THROLGH MY MIND. SOMe RCALLY U&LY STUFF THAT I’M NOT PROUD OF.

CAN’T THe
TRANS COUPLE
Be soMeoNe
eLse...?

CAN’T we
JUsST Be
NORMAL?

AL THIS
L-GBT STUFF,
WHAT A Mess...

OF A DecCeNT ANpP

COMPDSED PeRSON IN A

ClS-HeTerpPATRIARCHAL
socleTy.

23 ®
DARKHORSE.COM
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dms | o
A= y 4‘* : /S

- ¢ That stormy
night, or far
earlier?

| It is my third attempt at this /
7 letter, as others found their
# end in ashes, and ashes they
hall remain--I checked.

It appears I only
write to you in

...when all is destitute Y
of hope and the very end
seems within grasp...

Is that where
I have found
myself? At
an end?




rZik
JUST TUNING IN,
REPORTS OF WOLF
\ ACTIITY ONLY SEEM
TO BE ~~kgz~ Y

|

EXPERTS SAY THE STORM

2y
FROM O
\‘J 'ﬁ] WOOPDS, 50 PLEASE KEEP
BANED | Y0UR CATS AND POGS

— : ” ff‘»’}v.i’ INPOORS ~~{aff~— =
a ™
M 25m
:‘“ﬁﬁiﬂ@'{ﬁsaﬁmnﬂ
Ty e 5
AT v cuis, 0L |
E—————{ NO'MAS visitas BRI NS

TR

x

(® o g@ﬂﬁﬁ A

S )
--EL CLIMA
{ ES kg~ PANCE,
PANCE, IF YOU~—~#z
27— GOOOAL /-~
' m—f;ffz» f;; s~ p—




50 SORRY,
SIR. LIS, HE
B\ THINKS HE'S A

= Ionce was...

I am not the ma




My story has grown long &
and tired and my bones
ache. I rarely sleep,
though nightmares
persist. =

=

7)

\

¢ W [ 7 N
7. g M'&“/"’

: o A
Though the dead may not YL A< 7
stay dead, if they ever I




And yet, there
was a time when
Bl 1 fought back. ’

.‘;& /

‘ / I waged wars and
brokered peace.
brought fire to

T TR
/ There was a time i 1
! -

when Madness 7
stood a chance. ¥

the gate, and even
Humans offered
their hand... ¢

[ "‘&“h r ...And there

] was atime
{ when my people
entrusted me
with their 4

But those days
have turned
to dust--

'36“\ l;ﬂn‘ﬁ\‘y_

--while this night still ;

bears the wretched scent of 2

garlic on wet autumn winds. \~
5 le 2




i W EERWEINE:
A DA ﬂﬁ\‘\\- =

| ot 11

Nasty
weather we're
having.

(=
%"“%‘%——Wf’ﬂ

[/
g ===
2t/ SN\ =5
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that why I
ite, Father? }

80 not your
will, but
mine, be done?

Yes...YES! Were you not the
first to teach me that

the hated are buried in the
stories of their victors?

A Y
: AN =

For this letter--my third in
as many centuries--contains
knowledge you desire but
shall never possess.

And in your
ignorance, my story
shall never end.

So, fear the

dark, Father.
4 Because I once
]':E'.igh‘b a c;.nd.:.; dreamed an
OoT your dread. extraordinary
‘ world...

The dead will not
stay dead, if they ever
died--I know this. sy
















SOMETIMES
I THINK I'M
REALLY FUCKEP
LP IN THE 1
HEAD.,

BUT HALF THE
THINGS T SEE
CAN'T BE REAL,
ANP THE OTHER
HALF--
WELL,
THAT'S WHY I'M
GLAD YOU'RE
HERE...

I-I'VE JUST WITNESSEP
SOMETHING HORRIBLE
THAT SAVED MY LIFE AND
POOMEP ME, ALL
THE SAME.

AND T PON'T
EVEN L/KE TO
SWEAR.

NOW I'M TRAPPED IN
SOME LINSOLVABLE
EGQUATION WITH
NOWHERE ELSE
TO TURN...

50 I GUESS
I'M ASKING--WILL
YOU HELP ME?
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INVASIVE
THOUGHTS. AUPITORY
HALLUCINATIONS,
FIGHT-OR-FLIGHT...

I'P BE
FASCINATED
IF IT WASN'T ALL
50 TERRIBLE.

CHRISTOPHER,
LIKE MOM
TAUGHT YOU.

o

7 BREATHE, ? ? ;
‘fp’

NORMAL
THOUGHTS...

NO MORE '
PISTRACTIONS, mi] LET'S
e GATHER THE
/ PIECES AND
MAKE SENSE
FROM THE
CHAOS,

WHERE
SHOULD T
STARTZ

AE W TR é
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"PROBABLY AT THE
BEGINNING, RIGHTZ"

YOu SEE, ALL
MY LIFE T'VE

KNOWN T WAS
PIFFERENT."

“I COULP TELL BY
THE WAY OTHERS
LOOKEP AT ME,
IN A GLANCE
OR A STARE...

b EEEAY =

OFF..NOT NORMAL.
A-AND THEY'RE RIGHT!

: r=y
% "LIKE THERE WAS SOMETHING

"L SEE PATTERNS, EQUATIONS,
HOW TO MAKE THINGS BETTER CR
SOMETHING ELSE ENTIRELY!

8 "AND THEY CALL
OUT TO ME.

MY BRAIN, IT WORKS IN WAYS
THAT PEFY REASON AND NOBOPY
UNPERSTANDS IT--NOT EVEN ME/

THREAPS THAT STITCH
OUR WORLP TOGETHER...

T o

50 I'VE LEARNEP TO BOTTLE
IT RIGHT UP, LIKE THOSE
SHIPS THAT PON'T FIT!

R T
“BUT IT'S LIKE T BOTTLED

A WHOLE STORM WITH IT
TOO, 50 T TEMPER THE

YAND THEY ONLY
GET LOWPER F
I IGNORE THEM,

"BUT T HAVE TO,
BECALISE T WANT FRIENDS,

IREALLY PO...

GLASS HOPING IT HOLDS...

DARKHORSE.COM



74

*...BECAUSE IT'S JUST SO
HARP TO PUT ME BACK
TOGETHER AGAIN., "

"MAYBE THAT'S
WHY MY PARENTS
LEFT ME..."

A

B

=
B s AL =
M "WHY EVERYONE MY SON'S A--
EVENTUALLY GETS ANORMAL BOY;
Hl  SCARED AWAY..." T PROMISE!
] [ Z <)

CHRISTOPHER,
SHOW THEM, SHOW
THEM YOU'RE A--

GET BACK
IN=-=! A

‘)
] .
HRIGTOPHER?! I

I'VE REWIREP
IT TO AN OPERATING SYSTEM
OF MY OWN PESIGN THAT
SHOULP ALLOW US TO

GAME IN THE #th--

" CHRISTOPHER--
CHRISTOPHER
CHAOS!

Uh, CHRISTOPHER,
ARE YOU-- .

IT'S WORKING/!

4 . 3 . = W g
AHA! SEE HOW IT N\ == ,#2?;30 b)
GLOWS--IT'5 WORKING! B FEELING G

2
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\ ped >
1
v_..ABOUT HOW GOOP IT FEELS 4
WHEN I LET [T ALLOUT." |

(W

hz_(aysz 4

R0 4y

~A1 1 .. 1r1 ll:
"BUT T DPON'T KNOW WHAT.”

I'M SORRY.

IT HAPPENED |

AGAIN, PIDN'T
T2

W "I GUESS TOPAY IS WHEN THE
| STORY REALLY STARTS..."

& SHEHR Y -
)
) (1‘{‘\

“WHEN THE
CRACKS
FIRST
APPEARED...

Y @uEl
‘m' =

{ SOMETHING'S

ISSING.

I-I PON'T
KNOW WHAT'S
MISSING...

TH-THAT'S OKAY, |
CHRISTOPHER! y
IT--IT WASN'T
HAMLET; BUT EVERY-
ONE PLEASE GIVE A ROUND
OF APPLAUSE FOR THAT
WONDERFUL.. SOLILOQUY!
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ANYBOPY
ELSE WANT
TO GIVE IT

POES OUR ROMEC
WANT TO TAKE A
D CRACK AT IT?

'COURSE,
Ms. CLARKE.

WHY CAN'T
I JUST BE--

_ I'M SORRY,
: YOU'RE BEING
g T FIRST SO PATIENT
PERFORMEP . WITH ME.
THIS MONOLOGLUE : - ]
AT A TALENT
SHOW IN THE

DARKHORSE.COM




I THINK
I'P BE GOING
ENTIRELY

INSANE.

/4/ i \\k\ m\
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TRAUMA,

MADNESS.

EMBARRASSING
MYSELF IN FRONT
OF THE CUTEST
BOY IN SCHOOL...

YOU MUST
BE HUNGRY,
PEGGY.

"THEN FINAL BELL RANG,
50 I PID WHAT T ALWAYS PO...

"




AR \ [

"L WAS S0 LOST IN MY HEAD THAT HOLRS
PASSED ANP T FOLNP MYSELF NEAR THE
WOOPS MOM ALWAYS WARNED ME ABOUT.

“BUT I-T COULPN'T STOP
THINKING ABOUT HOW
HAYPEN LOOKEP AT

ME IN CLASS EARLIER...

“AT FIRST, T THOUGHT HE
WAS JUST ANNOYED, BUT
I THINK IT WAS MORE, T
THINK IT WAS...SHAMEZ

"BUT HE WAS
HAYPEN,
HE'S--HE'S...

p

...HE WAS STANDING
RIGHT IN FRONT OF ME,

a [
%

yrd
>

'03:;:)
_

7
N

&

"BUT HE LOOKEP
SCAREP.

DARKHORSE.COM



“IFONLY T
KNEW THEN

—
\ g

| CHRISTOPHER...

EVERYTHING

A-ARE YOU
MEETING
SOMEONE,
OR--

I PON'T
THINK THESE
WOOPs ARE

EXACTLY SAFE

AT NIGHT, S

HAYPEN!

YOU KNOW,
TH-THERE HAVE
BEEN SOME
VERY RECENT
SIGHTINGS OF
COYOTES AN
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u'RE THERE.
N SMELL [
CREEPERS!







...P-PLEASE,
WHQEVER YOUu
ARE, PON'T
PO THIS.

I'VE PONE
NOTHING WRONG,
T SWEAR, IT'M
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--OF WOLVES
THIS FAR INTO THE
LIRBAN CENTER IS
LUNUSLUAL BUT NOT

IMPOSSIBLE.

WE ASK
EVERYONE 10

STAY SAFE INPOORS .

AS MEASLIRES ARE
TAKEN TO CONTROL
SUCH BEASTS...

I RAN
HOME TO MY
MOTHER.

EXCEPT...
SHE'P ALREADY
HEARP SOME
NEWS OF
HER OWN.

P —
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WHEN I WAS A KID, I WAS ALWAYS FASCINATED
BY FANTASTICAL CREATURES--
INTRIGUED BY THE UNKNOWN.

LIKE ANY OTHER KID, I WAS VERY
IMAGINATIVE. TO ME, FAIRY TALES AND
FOLKLORE STORIES WERE AS REAL
AS ANYTHING ELSE,

I WAS PROBABLY TOO IMAGINATIVE FOR
MY OWN GOOD, SINCE ANY LITTLE BUMP IN
THE NIGHT WAS ENOUGH TO KEEP ME AWAKE.
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PLENTY OF NIGHTS WERE SPENT LYING IN BED WITH MY
OWN THOUGHTS, AND OFTEN I WOULD WONDER:

DO MONSTERS LIVE UNDER MY BED?
I COULD HEAR A SCRATCHING NOISE UNDER
THERE SOME NIGHTS, BUT I WAS ALWAYS
TOO AFRAID TO LOOK.

i
.‘-
i
.

AND WHAT ABOUT MY CLOSET? IT HAD TO BE THE
PERFECT PLACE FOR A NIGHTMARISH CREATURE
TO LIE IN WAIT,

PERHAPS WHAT SCARED ME THE MOST WAS THE
DARKEST CORNER OF MY BEDROOM. I SWEAR
I COULD SEE A SHADOWY FIGURE WHENEVER
I FELT BRAVE ENOUGH TO SQUINT AT IT,
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M-MOMMY?
PADDY!

I HEARD
A MONSTER!
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RUBY, HONEY; IT'S TWO AM,
THERE AREN'T ANY MON-
STERS IN YOUR ROOM.
THEY DON'T EXIST,
REMEMBER?

YES THEY DO/

THEY'RE JUST GOOD
AT HIDING.

C'MON, GREG, WE BETTER
FIND THIS MONSTER SO WE
CAN ALL GET SOME REST.




NO MONSTERS OVER HERE,
BUT THIS WINDOW [S KINDA

LOOSE. WIND GUST MUST'VE
SLAMMED IT SHUT.

NO MONSTERS

IN HERE EITHER.

SEE, PUMPKIN?
YOUR ROOM IS MONSTER-
FREE, GUARANTEED.

YOU HAVE NOTHING
TO WORRY ABOUT.
WE PROMISE.
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PLUS, YOU HAVE LAMBY TO WATCH OVER YOU,
AND IF YOU EVER GET SCARED, JUST
SQUEEZE HIM TIGHT-- HE'LL
ALWAYS KEEP YOU SAFE.

NOW THEN,
LET'S ALL GET SOME
SLEEP, YEAH? MOMMY
AND DADDY HAVE TO
GET UP EARLY.

SLEEP TIGHT,
PUMPKIN.




DESPITE WHAT MY PARENTS TOLD ME, I NEVER
REALLY STOPPED BELIEVING. BUT NOWADAYS
I STILL WONDER...

IF MONSTERS COULD BE REAL...
THEN WHERE ARE THEY ALL HIDING?
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WAIT, WHAT PAGE
E WE ON?




DROOL?Z
SERIOUSLY, RUBY?!

SOMETHING
WRONG,
MS. REID?

JUST SLEEPING IN MY CLASS?
YES, I'M WELL AWARE.

IF YOU HAD BEEN READING ALONG
WITH US, YOU WOULD KNOW THAT
POOR KING DUNCAN WAS JUST
MURDERED IN HIS SLEEP.

I ADVISE THAT YOU STAY AWA
IN MY CLASS, MS. REID. OR YOU
SLEEPWALK YOUR WAY TO Tk
COUNSELOR'S OFFICE.

®
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YOU SEE THAT NEW
EPISODE OF "GUTS
N' GLORY" LAST

HEY, MIKEY!

JEEZ, AM I INVISIBLE TODAY
OR SOMETHING?

v

\

\

NAH, MAN.
MY MOM CAUGHT

ME WATCHING IT

DUUUUDE,

AND TOOK MY SERIOUSLY?
LAPTOP YOU MISSED J_
AWAY! SO MUCH.

®
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DON'T FRET, GIRLS,
I'M SURE YOU'LL FIT

RIGHT IN HERE AT

CRESTWOOPD HIGH.
EVERYONE IS
VERY WELCOMING.

N

I SUGGEST YOU BOTH
FIND A CLUB TO JOIN SO YOU
CAN GET TO KNOW YOUR FELLOW

STUDENTS. WE HAVE A CHESS CLUB,
ROBOTS CLUB, DANCE CLUB...

DON'T DAWDLE,
GIRLS. I'LL BE SHOW-
ING YOU TO YOUR
HOMEROOMS
NOw,

AT LEAST I'M NOT
INVISIBLE TO EVERYONE.

T THEATER CLUE BUANY CLUE, AND

S0 MUCH MORE, I'M SUREY
GIRLS'LL FIND SOMEW N\
TO FIT IN.
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HOME SWEET HOME,
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RUBY! HURRY IT UP!
YOU'RE LETTING ALL
THE COLD AIR

ouT.

e
NO, No, No!
AGH.

/
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SANCHEZ SWINGS FOR THE
FENCES! IT'S A HOME RUN--
THE JACKALS WIN!









