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CHAPTER ONE






Journal of 1st Sgt.
George Whitman, USA
12/23/44

East Bromwich, England.

We’ve been here for
two days now and it
isn’t getting any better.
A1l of the men are jit-
tery in this place.
Maybe if it had a name.
Maybe if the people in
the village would even
talk about it. But they
won'’t.

Not even telling them
there could be a crack
team of Nazi commandos
lurking about some-
wheres gets anything
out of them. They just
look at you like Nazis
are maybe the last thing
in the world they need
to worry about.

If that were true, we
wouldn’t be here.

Okay--this is what we
think we know: Hitler
has sent some kind of
team to England. I
called them commandos,
but there’s a trio of peo-
ple from the British
Paranormal Society who
say they’re more than
that. They say the
Germans are some kind of
spock squad. That the
krauts are here to per-
form some kind of spell
or something. Summon
monsters. Raise the dead.

Yeah, right.




But whatever it is,
it’s got the top brass
worried enough to send a
special Ranger unit to
look into it. And the
Torch of Liberty is here
with us. Funny to see
him standing there,
having a cup of joe with
the rest of the guys. I'm
more used to seeing him
jumping around in
newsreels, fighting some
cockamamie Nazi menace.

Seems like an 0.K. guy,
though. And he believes
this whole business. He
says his own sources
confirm the Nazis are
in the final stages of
something called
“"Project Ragna Rok”.

I don’t think our
Limey friends were too
thrilled to learn it took
the Torch’s word to make
us believe them.

There’s three of them:

Professor Malcolm
Frost, from Blackfriar's
College, stateside.

Trevor Bruttenholm

(pronounced "Broom”),
who's some kind of para-
normal Whiz Kid.

And Lady Cynthia
Eden-Jones, who's sup-
posed to be England's top
medium.

And in charge of this
whole Looney Toon party
is me, a guy who'd never
even heard the word
“paranormal” before a
week ago.

Anyway, two days
camped out in this holi-
day camp and so far
nothing. No spooks. No
monsters. No Nazis.

But Lady Cynthia
says it's going to hap-
pen here. And it's going
to happen tonight.




BUT (T 15 NORTH OF
HERE. FAR NORTH..,

YT SENSE., COLD, AND WATER.
T i85 A TINY ISLAND JUST
OFF THE ScOTTISH cOAST. . "

Only thing is, she can’t
say just what "it” is.

WELL, “BRrOOM? YOUIR REPLI-
TATION 60T US HERE, BUT
S50 FAR ALL WE'RE DOING iS5
FREEZING OUR DAINTY
UTTLE BUTTS OFF.

SERGEANT, T
HAVE SPENT
THE LAST NINE
YEARS
STUPYING THIS
PLACE, TRYING
TO PISCOVER
WHAT HAP-
PENED HERE
LONG AGO
THAT WAS S0
HORRIBLE T
ERASED AlLL
WILLINGNESS
OF THE LOcALS
TO EVEN DisS-
cuss THE
MATTER.

CHAINED IN HEAVEN ARE
THEY. SEVEN IS5 THEIR NUM-
BER, ED IN DEPTHS OF

EMHEEZ MALE NOR
MALE ARE THEY. THEY
ARE AS THE HOWLING WIND,
WHICH KNOWETH NOT
MEEZCY, WHICH KNOWETH
NOT PITY.

YAHEN LADY cYNTHIA TOLD
ME THE DISTURBANCE SHE
HAD SENSED IN THE ETHER
WAS CENTERED HERE,, "

THERE [5/..

ANOTHER:

A SECOND
CENTER.




EVIL WINDS THEY ARE. THE
EVIL BREATH THAT
HERALDETH THE BANEFLIL
STORM. THEY ARE MIGHTY
CHILDREN. HERALDS OF
PESTILENCE. THRONE BEAR-
ERS OF ERESHIGAL.

INCREASE THE POWER. DON'T T
LET THE LEVEL DROP. THIS CONTINUES
; MUCH LONGER.,,

HEEDLESS ARE THEY TO
PRAY AND SUPPLICATION,
THEY ARE THE SERPENT.
THEY ARE THE FLIRIOUS
BEAST. THE WINDSTORM.

/8

Y WE SHALL BE IN 6REAT
DANGER OF BURNING OUT
THE PRIMARY cOLS!

THEY ARE THE FLOOD
WHICH RUSHETH THROUE
THE LAND. SEVEN ¢
MIGHT, = EMONS

OPPRESSION. SEVEN IN
HEAVEN AND SEVEN ON

EARTH.



OF GIANT
STRENGTH AND
GIANT TREAD ARE
THEY. KNOWING
NO CARE THEY
GRIND THE LAND
LIKE CORN.

KNOWING NO
MERCY THEY
RAGE AGAINST
MANIKINDG, TO
\ SPILL BLOOD LIKE
RAIN AND DEVOUR
FLESH,

LET THEY SEVEN
NOW RISE FROM
THE ABYSS,
AWAY BE CAST
ALL CHAINS,
FREEPOM iS5 TO
THEM. POWER 1S
TO THEM.

Yow

T FEEL T. PAIN,
TERRIBLE ANGUISH,
AS OF A GREAT
TRAGEDY.

A TRAGEDY FROM

MANY YEARS AGO.

IT (5 THIS T SENSED,
THIS WHICH BROUIGHT
ME HERE. (T 5 THIS
OLDER 50RROW WHICH
NOW DRAWS UPON THE
EVIL FORCES LET LOOSE
INTO THE WORLD
TONIGHT.

THE Focus!
THE FOcUS 15
DRIFTING!Y

WIS

WE ARE NOT ALONE YTHEY HAVE.,,
HERE, THERE ARE A MESSAGE.
TROUBLED SPIRITS. HOLY
SPIRITS. A PRIEST. A NUN,
THEIR SHADES ARE WITH
Us, IT 15 THER PAIN
WHICH HAUNTS THIS
PLACE, THEIR SECRET
WHICH STAINS THESE
ANCIENT STONES.

THEY SAY.,,
SOMETHING 15
COMING:







SARCASM? WY SARCASM
15 THE VERY LEAST OF
YoUR WORRIES, SORCER-
ER. YOU PROMSED THE
FUHRER A MIRACLE.
SOMETHING WHICH
WOULD REVERSE THE
COURSE OF THIS WAR
AND ENSURE THE Vic-
TORY OF THE REICH,

THIS BLEAK
PLACE SEEMS
REMARKABLY
UNCHANGED FOR
A MIZACLE TO
HAVE OCCURRED

HERE.

SPARE ME
YOUR SARCASM,
VON KR2UPT.

13

HeRR HITLER CCES
NOT TAKE KINDLY
TO FAILURE.

I HAVE SET IN
MOTION EVENTS
WHICH CANNOT
Now Be
CEVERSED

ORrR UNDONE,

I PROMISED
HERR HITLER
A MIRACLE.
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o TO ANOTHER
LIFETIME. SOME-
ONE ELSE'S LIFE-

TIME, NOT MINE
ANYMORE.

I FEEL... CUT
IN HALE. cUT OFFE
FROM MY PAST.
SINCE. ., SINCE:.,

NO, CAN'T
REMEMBER.
TOO oL,
TOO oLo.

T coulLD NOT
GUESS THEN
THAT T WAS
MNAMING HING,,

.0

llllllill‘
™ O

NI
Al X

FIETY NOW.
YET... AND Y

BELONGED:,,

15
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A BUT YTHE
HELLBOY INCIDENT™
[T BECAME, AND THE
HELLBOY INCIDENT T
HAS REMAINED,
ALL THROUGH THE
VEARS.

YEARS IN
WHICH OUR BEST
EFFORTS TO UN-
COVER HIS SECRETS
ULTIMATELY LEFT US
KNOWING LITTLE N

THAN WE DID THAT
ElRsT DAY, THIRTY-
FIVE YEARS AGO.

orE B




'S BEEN TEN
MONTHS SINCE THE
CAVENDISH EXPEDITION
WAS GIVEN UP EOR
LOST. THE WHOLE
WORLD THINKS YOUIRE
DEAD,

AND YET.., (T ISN'T, FOR AS
LONG AS T CAN REMEMBER,
TREVOR BRUTTENHOLM HAS
'S 6000 W V| BEEN LIKE A FATHER TO ME.
TO SEE You
ALIVE, SR,

b ;
WAS THE LAST TIME T SAW

T MAKES ME FEEL
SOMEHOW LIKE IT MEHT
HAVE BEEN BETTER [F HE
HAD DIED.,,

; 40))

AL

Sy .\\\‘\
». !
SR ~25
o ~ '
o o N g B

TAKE IT EASY,
SONETLNG T Sie. SLOW AND EASY.
MUST TELL YOU, ChE e, gﬂgﬁﬁ;{_‘r e
' @
HELLBOVY. PR JPACE.

SOMETHING
VERY
MPORTANT.

I TALK TO HIM CALMLY,
STEADILLY, LI<E THERE'S

BUT..,
LT KOTHNG TO WworRY ABOUT.

I CANT
REMEMBER,
I CcANT.,

LIKE THE LOOK ON HIS FACE
DOESN'T SEND CcOLD
SHUDDERS (P AND DOWN
MY SPINE.

FINALLY

1 THE EXPEDITION.
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YTHE EXPECITION. THE THREE
CAVENDISH BOYS. SVEN
OLAFSEN, THE RENOWNED
ARCTIC EXPLORER. ME.

WES, T REMEMBER.
NINETEEN DAYS OUT OF
BULL HARBOR. FIFTEEN DAYS
BY ICEBREAKER, THEN BY
SNOW TRACTOR. .,

YEINALLY., CROSSING THE
HEISENVALD RIDGE ON FOOT.

YTHE TOP OF THE WORLD. S0
SILENT. SO EMPTY.

YAND THERE,, RIGHT WHERE
THE CAVENDISH BOVYS SAID
M WOoULD BE. RIGHT WHERE

YWINE GENERATIONS WHO
DIER TRYING TO REACH THE
SPOT ON WHICH WE STOO:

KOR: 1

YTHE RUINS, FROZEN. OLDER
THAN THE TEMPLE AT YANG

NNSIDE,, DARK, SILENT. LIKE
THE AGE OF ALL THE WORLD
WAS CRAMMED INTO THAT
NARROW SPACE.




YAND THERE, ‘-’JQU?\TTIN(—: IN
ARKNESS, PART OF ‘ 20 SAND SEATED IN Fcc-
PART OF THE |8 T, SURROUNDED BY (T,
ALMOST AS THOUGH T
WERE PART OF (T,

WOouU REME/ »‘\5E>-,.-
 YOUl PICTUR
GTHTLJEG

THEM, B ur'sfééee A : FoRM. SOLD.
HUNDRED TIMES BIGGER. 5 =

_K
SN

YALMOST LIKE
SOMETHING.




ms ALL A
BLUR. NOTHING
MAKES SENSE.

DETAILS.. EVENTS
ALL OUT OF
ORDER.

SCREANING,
T REMEMEBER
THERE WAS
SCREAMING.

THEN THERE
WAS THE NEW
VORK SYLINE, T
JUMPED OVERBOARD,
SWAM TO SHORE.
CAME HERZE,

BUT. . BEFORE
THAT... ON THE ICE~
BREAKER AGAIN.
NO IDEA HOW T
SOT THERE.

NO. PUSHED
MYSELF ENOUGH
IN THE LAST. .
HOow LONG HAS
T BEEN?

TEN MONTHS
YouU SAID? TEN
MONTHS OF MY

LIFE T JUST.n

S,
SHHH,,, DON'T
woRRyY, sie,
EVERYTHING (5
FINE NOW,

T'M HERE.
WE'LL WOoRK
EVERYTHING

ouT.

JUsT TAKE
YOUR TIME.
DON'T PUISH
YOURSELF.

=~
YOUVE 60T
WFROGES:




urm
)
3

—Ec

N &00°5 NAME
HELLBOY!




THAT T HAVE NO
SHORTAGE OF FAULTS.

BUT F T HAD TO Plck ONE,
THE ONE THAT'S 60TTEN
ME INTO THE MOST

TROUBLE OVER THE YEARS, .,

Wl T WOULD BE THAT T
SOMETIMES GET ANGRY,




TOM-CONSER
VATORI-TERT]

AND WHEN T 6ET
ANGRY T SOMETIMES
DO STUPID THINGS.

THINGS LIKE CHARGING
HEADLONG INTO A
PITCH BLACK ROOM,

T'M TOUSGHER AND
STRONGER THAN
ARNY HUMAN. .

+BUT T CAN'T SEE ANY
BETTER IN THE DARK,

T WISH T




EOC
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MEEL

2OUND MY ARM FOR
ALL OF TWO SECONDS. .
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THE HAND THE BEST
SCENTISTS OF THE LAST
HALF CENTURY HAVE TRIED
AND FALED TO ANALYZE.

WONDER |
FROGEY COES)




AT A 6UESS,

HE STAGGERS AROUND A
BIT, LIKE HE'S TRYING TO

0 SAY YES.
) i DECIDE WHAT TO OO NEXT.

AT LEAST, SOMETHING'S
MADE HIM CLANGE His TO HELP HiM
ATTITUDE ALL OF A SUIDDEN,

MOSTLY M's THE WORST

IN T'VE EVER FELT--AND
T'VE BEEN HURT BY
EXPERTS—

—BUT FEELING THAT ALSO
LETS ME GRAB AND HOLD
THE PISTOL THE TORCH OF
LIBERTY GAVE ME,

T DON'T KNOW WHO FROGEY TS5 FOR THE AND T'M GOING TO LET
15, OR WHERE HE CAME 5T WINDOW. HIM EET OUTSIDE?
o !f.’ s

FROM. .\

LBUT HE OBVIOUSLY KNOWS
A SUN WHEN HE SEES ONE.
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WHAT FALLS FROM THE TOP
OF THE COMMODE IS A FROG
MONSTER.

1
WHAT HITS THE
FLOOR ISN'T.
*
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For all those writers who transported me to lands unknown way back when—
Howard, Smith, Lovecraft, Dunsany, Leiber, Moorcock, Lee and Kirby.

And so many others. | realize now this book was inevitable.






Bowb ING WK AN ORPHAN BOY NAMED YEB--SONETINES

CALLED YEB THE SPOON;, FOR HIS KINGDOM
WAS A KINGDOM OF POTS AND PANS.

THERE WAS ONCE, IN
EScOLLA, IN THE
KINGDOM OF GALLIA. ..

HIS WHOLE LIFE
HE HAP LIVEP IN
A WODPEN TUB
IN A KITCHEN.
THEN,; ONE DAY --

IT'S TIME
FOR ME TO 60
OUT INTC THE WORLD
TO SEEK MY
FORTUNE.

DARKHORSE.COM







WE SHALL
BOWL THREE
ROUINDS.,

WIN YOU sHALL
HAVE YOUR
FORTUNE.

NOW YEB HAD; IN
FACT; NEVER BOWLED
A GAME IN HIS LIFE...

euT
FORTUNATELY
HE PRovEP TO
HAVE A TALENT

HE WON THE
FIRST AND
RECEIYED A
HANDFUL OF

OLP COINS.

a
HE WON THE
SECOND...




BUTTONS AND
SOME TEETH.







FORTUNE
I HAD IN
A MIND.

HERE'S A THING

WORTH A TON OF
TREASURE.

AND
S0 HE
CONTINUED
ON...







’ I WOULDN'T.
TS A 6RIM

PLACE THESE

ARE You DAYS.,

GOING TO
UNZIo?

NOT THE UsUAL

HE
DIDN'T
AND THEY
ple.

Y YOU seE

THAT TOWER
THERE?

A
YEAR AGD
A HALF-DDZEN
WARLOCKS MOVED
INTC THAT PLACE AND
THEN DEMANDED THAT
THE MAYOR OF UNZID
SEND THEM HIS
MOST FRECIOUS
OBJECT OR THEY
WOULD CURSE
HI& TOWN.

DARKHORSE.COM



BAD ENOLIGH WITH THE
"SMALL CURSES TO /- THREAT OF WORSE TO
START. TWO-HEADED

COWS, BABIES
TURNED TO RATS...”

‘SO OLp
BANDINI 8AVE IN,
SURRENDERED

HI5 MOST
PRECIOUS
OBJECT...

"BUT sOON HE FOUND HE
COULD NOT LIVE WITH THAT. HE
BORROWED FIFTY SOLPIERS
FROM THE EMPEROR AND SENT
THEM TO FETCH BACK THAT
PRECIOUS OBJECT...

WHATEVER CURSES MAY COME, THE /
TOWN WILL CERTAINLY BE TAXED HARD ‘ BANDINI
FOR THE LOSS OF THOSE OFFERS A REWARD
SOLDIERS. TO ANYONE WHO CAN

RID HIM OF THOSE
ST Fa WARLOCKS AND RETUIRN
SAID; A GRIM Hi& PRECIOUS
PLACE, BEST OBJECT...
AVOIDED.

THANKS
FOR THE =
WARNING.

ONE HALF
THE TOWN
TREASURY AND HIS
OWN DAUGHTER'S
HAND IN
MARRIAGE.




HOWEYER
HALF THE MUCH THAT 15, ITS
TREASURY? A MORE FORTUNE THAN A
DEAD HAND.

DARKHORSE.COM
















COME AND
COLLECT Yo
REWARD.

HALF THE
TREASURY...

His
DAUGHTER!'S
HAND IN
MARRIAGE.

HiS
DAUGHTER...

DARKHORSE.COM







I WEAR IT FOR THE FIRE TO COME, ]
THE FINAL JUDGEMENT OF THE m
Iz PRAGON. THE GODS HPVE SORRY
LIKE YOUR ABANDONED Us. THE END To HEAR
\ HAT. & NEAR. .
’

ARE You
GOING TO
UNZIO7

<

IT &
MY BURDEN TO
SPREAD THE
woRp.

A
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IF
You see
THE MAYOR
WILL YOou TELL
HIM THAT HIS
DAUGHTER |5
DEAD.

b
SORRY ABOUT
IT. SHE COULDN'T
BE SAVED. BUT AT
LEAST TELL HIM THAT
THE WARLOCKS
WHO RUINED HER
ARE DEAD

oo
YO/ KiLL
THEM?

ARE AN
opp YOUNe
MAN.

THOUGHT OF
T, BUT...T
. SUPPOSE IT'S






