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SOMETHING’S WRONG HERE . . .
You sense it, somehow. You suspect this story doesn’t really go the way it 
should. You’re suspicious! But a smooth talker like Reigen would know what to 
say at this point. “Just flip the book around and start reading it the other way 
instead.” Aha! So this was really the last page of the book. You’re saved! Thank 
you, Reigen-sensei! “Now, about my fee . . . ”
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Prologue

Long ago, those who lived in this land 
believed death was the first step towards another life.

When someone draws their last breath, 
it is said to be the beginning of a long journey toward rebirth.
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Imagine that the final moment of your life just ended.
When your consciousness returns from the darkness and you suddenly open your 
eyes again, the pile of dirt that covered your cold body, or the breeze that carried 

your ashes, will have quietly disappeared. Perhaps it’s a place you’ve visited 
hundreds of times before; the familiar light of purgatory surrounds you.
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If you follow that light, you’ll soon see the boundary that separates life 
and death. We, the people of purgatory, call this boundary Breath’s End. It’s a 

name that signifies the last place where the breath of the living reaches.

Beyond Breath’s End lies the purgatory plains. The deceased goes on a 
long journey toward the Gate of Rebirth that lies at the end of the plains.

Crossing Breath’s End is the first step of the journey.
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One of the three crow gods that protect the purgatory 
boundary will be waiting for you at an open door in Breath’s End. It will 
open its black beak and tell you about the purgatory plains that you will 

need to cross.

It will tell you how desolate the endless plains are going to be for the next 49 days, why you 
should only drink from the well that is built out of redstone, why you shouldn’t listen to the 
dead deer, and why you shouldn’t look at the moon with your bare eyes on the third night.

It will also tell you how painful it is to throw away 49 
precious memories from your life, one each day.
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Once all your stories are told, 
the crow god will knead you a dough 
mixed with grain, blood, and honey. 

It’s the only thing you can safely 
eat in purgatory.

It’s very sweet and unbelievably soft.
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Make sure to take a bite before 
reaching the plains, and don’t leave a single 

piece behind while crossing them.

The purgatory 
plains become more 
violent if they smell 

a hungry soul.
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That’s how every soul 
makes their way to the 

Gate of Rebirth.

Once the crow god sees you off and you pass Breath’s End, 
you’ll reach the plains. Now for 40 days and 9 days more, 
you’ll have to endure the cold-hearted purgatory plains by 

eating the dough the crow god gave you little by little.
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After a few shadows from purgatory descended to the land of the living and 
told this story, people started placing treats made of sweet-tasting dough at 

funerals.

Ones with honey.
Ones mixed 
with sugar.

Ones sprinkled 
with molasses.

Ones soaked in 
grain syrup.

Ones with mashed fruits.
Ones topped with sweet 

boiled beans.

Ones colored with juice.
Ones put together 

with spices.
Ones that are rolled 
into a ball and fried.

Soft or crunchy ones.
Round or angular ones.

Hot or cold ones.

When the day of the funeral came, it didn’t matter what the ingredients were or 
how they were shaped, everything was carefully made and filled up large plates.   

Each piece of dough was cut so that the dead could take every last bite, 
and incense was lit so that the smoke could reach the world beyond.
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Now, as in the past, Now, as in the past, 
the final present for those departing is the final present for those departing is 
achingly sweet. The feelings behind it achingly sweet. The feelings behind it 

are always the same.are always the same.

Have you ever been to a funeral? 
Even now we stab a knife into sweets and light incense.

Now, as in the past, 
the final present for those departing is 
achingly sweet. The feelings behind it 

are always the same.
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May our loved ones 
not grow weary on 
their long journey.

May they feel no pain or suffering.

May they neither cry nor feel 
lonely in that far away place.
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May they forget the cold and hunger and safely reach the Gate of Rebirth without fear or distress.

And if possible, may we meet again in our next life.
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Funeral cakes 

are baked with all these prayers in mind.
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First Story

Mystery Novel 
Crepe Cake
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STILL GOT 
SOME POPPY 
SEEDS LEFT…

WE SHOULD GET 
MORE PLUMS.

MIRO.
SHOULD WE BAKE 

SOME PIE TO EAT AFTER 
WE’RE DONE WITH 

INVENTORY?
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IF IT’S 
NOT 
ENOUGH, 
YOU CAN 
HAVE 
MINE 
TOO.

NOD

Munch
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HELLO, THIS IS 
THE FUNERAL CAKE 
SPECIALTY STORE, 

PURGATORY FUNERAL 
CAKES.
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…IRAE…

…SHE 
REALLY LIKED 

STRAWBERRIES 
TOO.

OH, AND…

SHE 
LIKED MYSTERY 

NOVELS AS 
WELL.

…LOVED 
LISTENING TO 

MUSIC.

SHE HAD 
A CASSETTE 

TAPE.
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| SEE. IF IT’S NOT 
TOO MUCH TROUBLE, MAY | 
ASK FOR THE TITLE OF HER 

FAVORITE BOOK?

OH.

THANKS, 
MIRO.

AH, 
THANK 
YOU.

HER FAVORITE 
BOOK…

| WAS THE 
ONE WHO 
WROTE IT, 
ACTUALLY.

THAT KID LIKED IT, 
SO | READ IT TO 

HER A LOT.

…WOULD’VE BEEN NICE 
IF | COULD HAVE TOLD 

HER THE ENDING.

HERE…| HAVEN’T 
DEBUTED YET, BUT |’VE 
BEEN WRITING FOR A 

LONG TIME.

®
DARKHORSE.COM



| MET IRAE FOR THE FIRST TIME AT A HOSPITAL. IT WAS RUN BY A 
WELFARE FOUNDATION, AND | VISITED TO READ BOOKS TO KIDS.

IRAE WAS A PATIENT WHO HAD 
JUST TRANSFERRED THERE.
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AH, MS. LEE SUN.
DID YOU HAVE A GOOD 

HOLIDAY?

YES, HELLO, 
DOCTOR KO.

REMEMBER 
| HAD A FRIEND 
| WANTED TO 

INTRODUCE TO YOU, 
MS. LEE SUN?

AH, YES. 
THE ONE YOU 
MENTIONED 
THAT TIME…

SHE’S SOMEONE 
| KNOW FROM MY 

PREVIOUS HOSPITAL AND 
SHE LOVES BOOKS.

THE BOOKS 
WE HAVE AT OUR 
HOSPITAL ARE 

PRACTICALLY ALL 
HERS.

MS. IRAE?

YES. SHE’S NO 
LONGER A PEDIATRIC 
PATIENT AS SHE JUST 

RECENTLY CAME 
OF AGE…

…| WAS 
HOPING YOU 

COULD SEE HER, 
MS. LEE SUN.
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| REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME | SAW HER 
SMALL FIGURE FROM BEHIND. | COULD 
BARELY HEAR HER TIRED BREATHING.

THE LIGHTS WERE OFF, 
SO THE HOSPITAL ROOM 

WAS DARK…

IT FELT AS IF THE DARKNESS 
GATHERED AND SUNK INTO A 

HOLLOW ON HER BACK. 
THAT WAS MY FIRST 

IMPRESSION OF IRAE.

AH, SORRY. 
YOU WERE 

SLEEPING…
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BACK THEN, THERE WASN’T MUCH | KNEW ABOUT IRAE.

| KNEW THAT SHE WAS 
A THREE-EYED PERSON, 

WITH AN EXTRA EYE ON HER 
FOREHEAD.

THAT AFTER SHE INJURED 
HER MIDDLE EYE, SHE 

COULDN’T SEE FROM HER 
OTHER TWO EITHER.

THAT SHE WAS 
HOSPITALIZED AROUND 

THE AGE OF THIRTEEN 
AND BECAME AN ADULT 

IN THE HOSPITAL.

ALSO, SHE HAD 
AN UNKNOWN 

CHRONIC ILLNESS, 
SOMETHING THAT 

SHE SUFFERED FROM 
FOR A LONG TIME.
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…Not long after entering 
the forest, the swamp 

became visible.

SEE YOU IN THREE 
DAYS, IRAE. DO YOU 
HAVE A BOOK YOU’D 

LIKE ME TO READ?

……

It was the middle 
of the day, yet the 
lotuses floating on 
top of the swamp 
were full of dew. 
Insects and birds 
hustled back and 

forth above…

THE ONLY SIGNAL 
SHE GAVE WAS 
THE IRREGULAR 
BREATHING THAT 
| HEARD FROM 
TIME TO TIME.

WHEN | FIRST STARTED VISITING IRAE, SHE WOULD JUST LIE THERE WITH HER 
EYES CLOSED. ALL | DID WAS BRING A COUPLE BOOKS AND READ TO HER -- 

JUST LIKE WHAT | WAS DOING FOR THE OTHER CHILDREN.

| THOUGHT MAYBE | WASN’T GETTING ANY REACTION BECAUSE THE BOOKS | READ TO 
HER WEREN’T INTERESTING ENOUGH. | WAS GETTING ANXIOUS. | WAS STARTING TO RUN 

OUT OF THE BOOKS IN MY “THE MOST ENTERTAINING BOOKS IN THE WORLD” LIST.
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| EVEN SENT OUT 
THINGS | WROTE 

IN MY SPARE TIME 
TO PUBLISHING 
COMPANIES…

…BUT GOT 
MORE 

REPLIES 
FROM 

THE BANK 
INSTEAD.

ME? OH, |…WORKED ON THE DAYS 
THAT | DIDN’T VISIT IRAE.

IT WAS AS IF | WAS LOST 
BETWEEN SENTENCES 

WHILE WRITING.

CAN | MAKE A LIVING OUT OF WRITING 
STORIES THAT | WANT TO TELL?

| ASKED MYSELF THIS AGAIN 
AND AGAIN, BUT IT WAS 

DIFFICULT TO FIND THE ANSWER.
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OH…

WILL IT BE 
OKAY?

BUT THEN, ONE DAY…

| ENDED UP READING IRAE 
SOMETHING | HAD WRITTEN.

| FORGOT TO BRING THE BOOK THAT 
| WAS INITIALLY GOING TO READ TO 

HER, BUT A BOUND MANUSCRIPT 
HAPPENED TO BE IN MY BAG.

HMM…

®
DARKHORSE.COM



…The moment of waiting 
with bated breath felt 

like an eternity.

…A dark shadow soon peeked 
through the stair landing… …It was…

STILL, | DIDN’T HAVE MUCH 
CHOICE BUT TO READ IT.

| LOOKED UP 
AFTER READING 

FOR SOME TIME…

IRAE’S EYES 
WERE LOOKING 

AT ME.
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HEY, MAY | ASK…THE 
TITLE OF THAT BOOK?

OH, 
THERE ISN’T A 
TITLE YET…

REALLY? 
YOU’RE THE 
AUTHOR?

|’VE NEVER 
OFFICIALLY 

PUBLISHED A BOOK 
YET, THOUGH. DID 

YOU ENJOY IT?

YEAH… IF IT’S ALL RIGHT, 
CAN YOU CONTINUE 

FROM WHERE YOU 
LEFT OFF NEXT 

TIME?

…YES, |’LL DO 
THAT.

ACTUALLY, THIS BOOK…| WAS THE 
ONE WHO WROTE IT, BUT | HAVEN’T 

DECIDED ON THE TITLE.

THIS WAS 
THE FIRST 

TIME | HEARD 
HER VOICE.
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